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Sacrament of the Eucharist, and was undoubtedly taken from St. Paul's account of that Sacrament, where he teaches, as the learned Dean Waterland observes, that the effect of this service is the Communion of the Body and Blood of CHRIST. 1 Cor. x. 16. He does not, indeed, call the Sacrament by that name, as others have done since, he was signifying what the thing is, or what it does, rather than how it was then called. (See Eucharist.) The office for the Holy Communion is a distinct office, and there is no direction at what time of the day it shall be used, only custom has determined that it shall be used in the forenoon. The communion is appointed for every Sunday, only the Church has ordered that there shall be no communion except four (or three at least) communicate with the priest. The absence of the weekly E ucharist therefore proves one of two things: either that the sin of the people is so great that even in large parishes, three such persons ready to communicate are not to be found every Sunday, and so only part of the service can be used; or else, if three communicants can be found, the sin of the clergy is great in not having weekly Communion. " In cathedral and collegiate churches, where there are many priests and deacons, they shall all receive the Communion with the priest every Sunday at the least." But we here subjoin the direction of the Rubric and Canons. The Rubric decrees, There shall none be admitted to the Holy Communion until such time as he be confirmed, or be ready and desirous to be confirmed.
Peccham. None shall give the Communion to the parishioner of another Priest, without his manifest license, which ordinance shall not extend to travellers, or to persons in danger, nor to cases of necessity. Lind. 233.
And by Canon 28-. The churchwardens or questmen and their assistants shall mark, as well as the minister, whether any strangers come often and commonly from other parishes to their church, and shew their minister of them, lest perhaps they be admitted to the LORD'S table amongst others ; which they shall forbid, and remit such home to their own parish churches and ministers, there to to receive the Communion with the rest of their own neighbours.
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